Cleaning Your Mouse

Have you ever used your mouse and it just didn’t respond the way it should?  Well, your mouse roller ball may be dirty.  Inside the traditional mouse, there is a little ball which records the movement of the mouse across your desk.  As the mouse moves, it  can pick up dirt and dust from the desk.  This dirt can stop the mouse ball from moving or cause the mouse to be difficult to move or cause strange mouse movement.  (This isn’t a problem with laser mice.  If you are not sure what type of mouse you have, turn it over.  If there is a red light, you have a laser mouse.  If there is a little ball, you have a traditional mouse.)

To clean the rollers of a traditional mouse, you must first remove the bottom cover of the mouse. To do this, look at the bottom of the mouse to see which direction the mouse cover should be rotated.  (There are little arrows on the mouse cover to show you which way you should turn it.)  Place two fingers on the mouse cover and push in the direction of the arrows.

Once the cover has rotated about an inch, cover the bottom of the mouse with one hand and turn the mouse right-side up.  The bottom cover should fall off and the mouse ball should fall out.  If the ball does not fall out into your hand, shake the mouse gently to dislodge it.

When the bottom cover and the ball are removed, you should be able to see three rollers located within the mouse.  Use your finger and/or finger nail to spin the rollers (they move horizontally.) Usually there will be a small line of hair and/or dirt in the middle of the roller.  Wipe it off as completely as possible.

Once you have cleaned the rollers, place the roller ball back within the mouse.  Put the  cover back on and twist it closed.

If the mouse still appears to be having problems, try to clean it again.  If, after several attempts the mouse is still not moving correctly, there may be a problem with the mouse and you may need to replace it.  But try cleaning your mouse before replacing it — remember, in general, dirt don’t hurt — just clean it.

